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Our Parish Mission Statement: 

We, the people of Corpus Christi Parish, brothers and sisters in Christ, prayerfully uphold: 
Our Mission – To be the light of Christ shining in the heart of the community 

Our Vision – To be a vibrant and inspirational Catholic faith community growing in lifelong prayer,  
sharing the joy of the Gospel and committed to evangelization, education and loving service to those in need 

Our Values – To be a welcoming, caring and inclusive faith community rooted 
in peace, justice and respect for all beings 

 

As we experience the season of Lent, we should remind ourselves that this is probably the one season 

of the liturgical year that defines our ministry.  Lent is a time for prayer, penance, fasting (going 

without or giving something up in addition to food), and almsgiving (giving to or doing something 

for others at our own expense).   

 

Lent provides us not only with an opportunity to pray for, offer sacrifice for, and assist others; but 

also an opportunity for our own repentance or “turning back” from our sins toward God and His will. 

As much as we want to lead better, holier lives, God wants this infinitely more.  So much so that he 

tells us in Isaiah 1:16-18,  

Wash yourselves clean!  

Put away your misdeeds from before my eyes;  

       cease doing evil; learn to do good.   

Make justice your aim; redress the wronged,  

       hear the orphan’s plea, defend the widow.   

Come now, let us set things right,  

       says the Lord:  

Though your sins be like scarlet,  

       they may become white as snow;  

Though they be crimson red, they may become white as wool. 

 

Pope Frances has repeatedly said that when we turn away from God, we turn toward ourselves for 

answers, fulfillment, meaning.  We tend to make idols of ourselves, our own efforts and 

accomplishments.  We all do this when we sin.  Like Lucifer, Adam and Eve, King David, and the 

list goes on and on down to our own day; we choose our own will rather than God’s.  We justify it, 

like they did, we defend it, we even tend to worship it; but in the end we realize the wrong and we 

turn back.  Except when we don’t; many have left their faith completely in the name of “freedom 

from religion.”  Many today feel too enlightened (I think the term used today is “woke”) to adhere to 

religion. This, I think, is one of the devil’s greatest weapons because it’s rooted in our own fallen 

nature, stock full of pride.  He promises us freedom from the burdens of our faith, but we end up 

becoming slaves to our sins (see John 8:34).  G.K. Chesterton, the great literary critic of the 20th 

century and convert to Catholicism, once wrote: We accept the discipline of Holy Mother Church so 

as to avoid the slavery the world would bestow. 

 

We owe it to God, to ourselves, and to those we love to work daily to turn back and to help those we 

love to turn back as well.  We have one thing going for us that Satan can’t match in his effort to 

make us turn away.  That is “the desire for God is written in the human heart because man is created 

by God and for God and God never ceases to draw man to himself.  Only in God will man find the 

truth and happiness he never stops searching for.” (CCC 27)  Maybe this is the reason we see Ash 

Wednesday Masses chock full even though it is not a holy day of obligation.  It seems some people 

who never attend Sunday Mass regularly (or even irregularly), make it to Ash Wednesday Mass to 

receive ashes.  Why?  I think it is something deep down inside that tells us, “This is the time to 

repent and turn back, I need to make things right.”  …like the prodigal son who finally realized that 



“his way” did not liberate him from his father’s plans, but brought him to slavery, destitution, 

misery, and even despair.  That is, until he realized that even his father’s servants were “well-fed” 

then he turned back and was fully accepted by his father as we are by Our Father.   

 

Let us take this season to pray, fast, sacrifice, suffer, and give alms to help ourselves, each other, our 

loved ones, and the larger community to “turn back” toward Him who made us and who is the 

ONLY way to fulfillment and happiness.   

 

 

Blessings, 

MartyShudak, gmshudak@yahoo.com, 712-308-3983 

 

Prayer Intentions 
Parish: 
For the Sisters in Colombia to be safe from harm and for their work spreading the Gospel to the people to 

prosper 

For the Colombia Mission Team as they continue to prepare for the trip this April and in thanksgiving for 

God’s provision for this trip 

For the repose of the souls of those in our parish who have recently died and in thanksgiving for all those who 

make the funerals such a supportive and faith-filled event for grieving families 

In thanksgiving for the support from Fr. Tom and Bishop Joensen and the Holy Family Preservation Society, 

that their collaborative work will help ensure the Holy Family Church will be a beacon of faith for 

generations to come 

In thanksgiving for the arrival and support from Fr. Litto Thomas whose gifts and ministries will prove 

invaluable for our faith community 

For all those whose health issues place added strain in day-to-day living and especially in light of the 

challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic 

May all in our community remain free of or receive quick recovery from this corona virus 

 

Diocese, Nation, World: 

In thanksgiving for the work that all individuals and organizations and health care professions are doing in mutual 

cooperation to curb the effects of COVID-19 

For our elderly, our sick, and our school-aged children who may be most at risk 

For our catechumens and candidates as they prepare to receive Baptism, Holy Eucharist, and/or Confirmation this 

Easter, may their newly born faith be a witness to us all 

For married couples, may their life-long commitments be the foundation stones of our domestic church 

For Pope Francis and all bishops, may their leadership bring us safely through the storms that challenge each 

generation of faithful 

For the unborn, may there be a gradual yet definite shift in understanding that their rights must never be 

compromised  

 

Universal Church/Papal Intentions: 

Listen to the Migrants' Cries 

We pray that the cries of our migrant brothers and sisters, victims of criminal trafficking, may be heard 

and considered. 

Catholics in China 

We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity. 

 

May these and all of our personal petitions be united by the power of the Holy Spirit with those of all the Ministers of Prayer 

and Praise, with Mary our Mother, and all the saints in the heavenly kingdom, we implore you, O Lord.  Amen. 
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